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Another Treaty of Arbitration. 

The best piece of public news which Christmas 
just past furnished the world was the information 
that on that day a treaty of arbitration betweeD 
France and Italy had been signed at Paris by Mr. 
Delcasse, the French Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
and Mr. Thornielli, the Italian Ambassador to 
France. 

It had been known ever since the signing of the 
Franco-English treaty on the 14th of October that 
negotiations were under way for a treaty between 
Italy and France. The announcement,' therefore, on 
Christmas day, that the treaty was actually con- 
cluded, did not come as a surprise. 

The text of the treaty is reported to be identical 
with that of the Anglo-French convention, which 
was published in full in our November issue. It 
therefore provides that for a period of five years all 
disputes of a judicial nature arising between the two 
countries and those occurring in connection with the 
interpretation of treaties shall be submitted to the 
Hague Court. Questions affecting the honor and 
vital interests of either nation are reserved. 

This treaty, as is readily seen, constitutes another 
distinct and most important advance of the whole 



arbitration movement. If it is the first step that 
counts, the second one counts more. The Hague 
Court is fortified by this convention in the confi- 
dence and respect of all the civilized nations which 
united in creating it. The Anglo-French treaty is 
likewise strengthened by the new engagement. All 
the world's workers for equity and peace are through 
it given fresh encouragement to push their propa- 
ganda in season and out of season. 

We shall soon hear of other agreements of the 
same kind. The French government, which is now 
unquestionably at the head of the whole arbitration 
movement on its political side, has for some time 
been in negotiation with three or four other coun- 
tries — Belgium, Holland, Denmark, Norway and Swe- 
den — for arbitration treaties. The negotiations are 
now well advanced, and the publication of the con- 
ventions may be expected at an early day. 

From this point of view, the new year opens cer- 
tainly under the most auspicious omens. 



The President's Message and 
Arbitration. 

President Eoosevelt, in his message to Congress 
on. the 7 th of December, took more advanced ground 
on the subject of arbitration than he had done be- 
fore ; indeed, from the practical point of view, more 
advanced ground than any previous President had 
ever taken. He reviews succinctly the Venezuela 
trouble, and sets forth the manner in which the ad- 
justment of the claims had been removed from the 
domain of violence and turned over to mixed com- 
missions and to the Hague Court. Of the manner 
in which the question of preferential treatment was 
referred to the Hague, he speaks thus : 

" A demand was then made by the so-called blockad- 
ing powers that the sums ascertained to be due to their 
citizens by such mixed commissions should be accorded 
payment in full before anything was paid upon the 
claims of any of the so-called peace powers. Venezuela, 
on the other hand, insisted that all her creditors should 
be paid upon a basis of exact equality. 

" During the efforts to adjust this dispute it was sug- 
gested by the powers in interest that it should be referred 
to me for decision, but I was clearly of the opinion that 
a far wiser course would be to submit the question to the 
permanent court of arbitration at The Hague. It seemed 
to me to offer an admirable opportunity to advance the 
practice of the peaceful settlement of disputes between 
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nations and to secure for the Hague tribunal a memor- 
able increase of its practical importance. The nations 
interested in the controversy were so numerous and in 
many instances so powerful as to make it evident that 
beneficent results would follow from their appearance at 
the same time before the bar of that august tribunal of 
peace." 

It has been universally acknowledged that the 
course which the President took in this matter was 
most wise and honorable, and that it would certainly 
greatly advance recognition by the nations generally 
of what he so felicitously calls " that august tribunal 
of peace." 

Of the beneficent results of the appearance of so 
many nations at one time before the new tribunal of 
the world he speaks in enthusiastic, but none too 
emphatic, terms : 

" Our hopes in that regard have been realized. Rus- 
sia and Austria are represented in the persons of the 
learned and distinguished jurists who compose the tri- 
bunal, while Great Britain, Germany, France, Spain, 
Italy, Belgium, the. Netherlands, Sweden and Norway, 
Mexico, the United States and Venezuela are represented 
by their respective agents and counsel. 

" Such an imposingconcourse of nations presenting their 
arguments to and invoking the decision of that high court 
of international justice and international peace can hardly 
fail to secure a like submission of many future contro- 
versies. The nations now appearing there will find it 
far easier to appear there a second time, while no nation 
can imagine its just pride will be lessened by following 
the example now presented. This triumph of the prin- 
ciple of international arbitration is a subject of warm 
congratulation and offers a happy augury for the peace 
of the world." 

On the general principle of arbitration as a substi- 
tute for war the President goes nearly as far as any 
except the most advanced advocates of this pacific 
method. He says: 

" There seems good ground for the belief that there 
has been a real growth among the civilized nations of a 
sentiment which will permit a gradual substitution of 
other methods than the method of war in the settlement 
of disputes. 

" It is not pretended that as yet we are near a position 
in which it will be possible wholly to prevent war, or 
that a just regard for national interest and honor will in 
all cases permit of the settlement of international disputes 
by arbitration ; but by a mixture of prudence and firm- 
ness with wisdom we think it is possible to do away with 
much of the provocation and excuse for war, and at least 
in many cases to substitute some other and more rational 
method for the settlement of disputes. The Hague 
Court offers so good an example of what can be done in 
the direction of such settlement that it should be encour- 
aged in every way. Further steps should be taken." 

The President still leaves a place for war, but it 
is a much smaller one than he and other responsible 
heads of governments have usually felt to be neces- 
sary. He concedes freely that there are "more 



rational methods for the settlement of disputes " 
than war. The Hague Court " should be encour- 
aged in every way." What he means by " Further 
steps should be taken," we can only surmise, but we 
suspect he has reference to the negotiation of general 
treaties of obligatory arbitration, such as that recently 
signed between France and Great Britain. 

On the whole, the President's treatment of this 
great subject is most satisfactory, and eminently 
worthy of him and of the country. 



The Rapprochement Between France 
and Great Britain. 

Altogether the most hopeful augury in current in- 
ternational affairs is the rapprochement now consum- 
mating itself so rapidly between France and Great 
Britain. 

This rapprochement is the more striking because it 
is between two powerful peoples which are not only 
of different race and language, but have been histori- 
cally the most open and thorough-going rivals and 
enemies. Their mutual history until in recent times 
was one of almost perpetual quarreling and blood- 
shed. For nearly seven hundred years, from the 
middle of the twelfth century up to 1815, they spent 
one year out of every three in fighting. It would be 
impossible to reckon up the destruction of life, the 
woes, the material desolations, the financial losses, 
and the infinite moral damages of the great Anglo- 
French campaigns of these centuries, in which they 
spent their strength and resources trying to make the 
conquest of each other's lands or to inflict upon each 
other defeat and humiliation. The wounds of these 
campaigns have been deep and hard to cure. 

It has not been many years since the spirit of re- 
crimination and revenge entailed by these former con- 
flicts was rife on both sides of the channel. One 
heard abuse and misrepresentation everywhere both 
in private and in public circles. Rumors and threats 
of open hostilities filled the columns of the daily 
papers of both countries. War was barely averted 
in the late fifties in the time of Napoleon III. No 
longer ago than the Fashoda incident, the old fjres 
suddenly flamed up, and the fleets and armies of 
both countries were hurriedly put into readiness for 
action. 

The change that has at last come, in which cordial 
friendship and generous appreciation are taking the 
place of the former distrust and defamation, is little 
less than a political miracle. The transformation is 
of course not yet complete and it may be many years 
before it is so. But the manner in which the rap- 
prochement is now expressing itself, not only through 
the arbitration treaty recently signed, but in many 
other ways, makes any serious return to the old con- 
ditions under present circumstances practically im- 
possible. 



